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Tell me and I will forget; show me and I may
remember; involve me and I will understand.

News we can use

Chinese Proverb

In this month’s issue:

From the WIA Board

From

the WIA Board: Upcoming Elections

Note

from New Neighbors

We have 5 candidates who have expressed an interest in 4 of the available seats on the WIA Board of Directors. Ballots will be mailed the first week of
September and will be due by the end of business Thursday, October 10th.

Update

from the Trinity River Authority

Happenings

at Home:

Waterwood Women’s League;
Waterwood Men’s Golf Assoc. update
Construction

The annual meeting is scheduled for Saturday, October 11th and will
begin promptly at 10:00AM.
Please plan to participate as many important topics will be discussed.

in New Waverly: Huntsville

Item

From our new neighbors Beth and Wayne Fletcher

Community

Bulletin Board

“New” Foodie News
“New” For Sale
Did

Please look for the bios of the candidates in next month’s edition of the
Waterwood Neighborhood News.

You Know?

WNN

Sponsors

"Moving

to Waterwood has been a great experience. The people we've met and
our neighbors have been wonderful. We feel like we have a lot in common with
them. We like the friendly atmosphere and slow-paced lifestyle.

To subscribe to the Waterwood Newsletter, go to the WIA website

http://www.waterwoodwia.com/ ,
then select Neighborhood News
then select Subscribe to our newsletter
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Update from the Trinity River Authority (TRA)
Waterwood News recently visited the TRA Offices at the Reservoir Dam facility in Polk County. Mr. Richard Gerard, the Assistant
Manager of the TRA facility was our host and took the time out of his
busy schedule to update Waterwood News on what is happening
with our lake.
First question on the agenda was the status of the new hydroelectric plant and the affect the facility will have on Lake Livingston
when it comes on line. The new plant is still going through Federal
permitting procedures but the best guestimate of the startup of operations would be 2017 possibly going in to 2018. The hydroelectric
plant will be owned by ETEC (East Texas Electrical Coop) which is a
conglomerate of ten separate Coops including our electricity provider, SHECO. The TRA will have nothing to do with the operation of
the facility other than provide the water flow which will turn the
turbines to generate electricity. This is good news for Waterwood as
we now have another source of electrical generation added to our
grid which should provide continuous uninterrupted electricity to
the community for years to come. However the question comes up,
what happens to Lake Livingston water levels when we experience
drought conditions like we have over the past four years and those
turbines need water flow to generate electricity? Mr. Gerard’s answer to the question was basically, nothing will happen regarding
the water level of the lake from the hydroelectric plant operations.
The hydroelectric plant will have their own gate in the damn for turbine turning which will be controlled by the TRA. The minimum water flow the TRA works with is 1250 CFS (cubic feet second) for release in to the lower Trinity River to meet their obligations to the city
of Houston and preserving the brackish water environment down
stream.
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When the plant comes online, the TRA gate/gates will be
closed to a point to allow the plant’s gate to open to turn the turbines but the water flow to the lower Trinity River will remain
the same at 1250 CFS. This means that the lake level will not be
affected as the release at the damn will be the same only the water will go through two carefully monitored and controlled gates.
Mr. Gerard highlighted some very interesting facts about
the lake. First of all, Lake Livingston is not a “constant level” lake,
this was a marketing tool used by early developers. The TRA tries
to keep the lake within certain elevation parameters but that is
always affected by rainfall and soil conditions surrounding the
lake. Lake Livingston will lose one half an inch of elevation daily
during the summer months due to evaporation. Rain fall on the
upper Trinity River in the Dallas area, that rain fall doesn’t show
up in the lake for two weeks, “flows like syrup” according to Mr.
Gerard. Reported depths of Lake Livingston had been up to 90ft
but due to “siltration” Mr. Gerard feels the deepest portion of the
lake is now at the damn with 70-80ft of depth.

Lastly, the day markers in the river north of the causeway
which mark the river channel boundaries, the reds and greens,
were originally put in by a Texas Bass organization that no longer exists. The maintenance and replacement of the markers is
now being taken up by the TRA however budget constraints allows them to only work on two or three of the markers per year.
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Update from the Trinity River Authority (TRA) - Cont’d
The TRA was formed in 1955 by the 54th Texas Legislature. In
1957, the TRA developed a “Master Plan” which included the
construction and monitoring of the Livingston Reservoir. The
damning operation began in 1966 and was completed in 1969
at a cost of $83,996,957.00 . The surface area of the lake encompasses 83,000 acres making Lake Livingston the second
largest lake in Texas. In 2005, Hurricane Rita moved through SE
Texas and hurricane force winds blew waves estimated to be 68ft across the earthen damn. On the water side of the damn, the
earthen construction had been covered completely with boulders of rip/rap to protect the earthen construction. The hurricane winds driving the waves over the damn began to lift that
rip/rap protection from the face of the damn and large boulders
and trees were deposited on the downstream side of the damn.
According to Mr. Gerard, the damn did not leak as rumored but
the lake level had to be lowered by four feet in order to replace
that damaged rip/rap protection area on the lake side of the
damn. Most of us here in Waterwood can remember the lake
being low for that period of time and the water level was the
death of many businesses on the lake. The only benefit to Waterwoodians who played golf was, on holes 4 and 5, an errant shot
to the right didn’t mean an automatic lost ball penalty!
A visit to the damn facility is an interesting experience and there
are public areas for viewing and access above and below the
damn. During the winter months, hundreds of white pelicans
from the Gulf States make the damn spillways their winter home
due to the availability of shallow river fish.

Waterwood News would like to thank Mr. Richard Gerard and
all of the good people at the TRA damn facility for taking the
time to provide this information. We also wish to thank them for
being good neighbors and good stewards of our very precious
water reservoir, Lake Livingston.
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Happenings at
Home

Weather and Lake

Waterwood Women’s League
The Waterwood Women’s League is getting ready
to start up a new year of interesting programs and
fun activities for all the ladies of Waterwood to enjoy. This year’s board has worked hard during the
summer to plan a schedule we think everyone will
want to participate in.
Our first meeting will be on September 10th at
Grace Community Church on Hwy.980. We’ll start
off at 9:30 with a Brunch and then a presentation
and discussion of the many birds in our neighborhood by a member of the National Audubon Society. All women living in or near Waterwood are invited to attend.
If you are new to Waterwood, please feel free to
check us out! The function of the League is to promote fellowship among the women of Waterwood
and surrounding areas, and to support the Scholarship Fund. We usually meet on the second Tuesday
of the month from September through May. Dues
are only $20 for the entire year and are collected at
the first meeting in September. (If you are currently a member, please remember to bring your dues
on Sept. 10th.)
To join the League, or to sign up for the first meeting, contact Sally Charlton at sally.outonthedeck@gmail.com, or call 936-8915137 or 832-275-1638.
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July

August

September

Avg High

94

95

88

Avg Low

75

74

68

Avg Rainfall

3.5

3.3

4.1

Act Rain Level

3.3

Lake Level

31.30

Surface Temp

93

From the WMGA:
Recently Waterwood residents have observed people on the golf course doing
things inappropriate for a golf course. For example, three people were observed riding horses on the 8th fairway. Also, someone was seen on an ATV
pulling someone on a skateboard. Golfers were also told not to drive carts on
par 3 holes. Any golfer should know that is not allowed.
A number of our residents walk the cart paths for exercise and are very
courteous to golfers playing the course. If you walk your dog please pick up
after it.
We hope that people would just use common sense when on or near the golf
course.
Standing Golf Schedule
The men meet at 8:00 every morning Monday thru Friday, to play, and every
Saturday at 8:00 for a scramble tournament. The entry fee on Saturday is $5.
The women play at 8:00 on Tuesday and Thursday, and they also have a
tournament on the second Saturday of the month.
Couples meet on Sunday afternoons at 5:00 to play. No RSVP is needed then,
however, the couples also have a husband/wife scramble tournament once a
month on Saturdays. The next couples tournament is on Saturday, August 16
at 5:00 PM. Entry fee is $5 per couple.
(936) 891-7710 Toll Free (866) 891-7711

Compliments of the Waterwood Women’s
League’s Dixie Thornton
Slow Cooker Pot Roast
1 tbsp. oil

Bird Houses Around the Course

3 to 31/2 lb. boneless beef pot roast
4 carrots sliced
4 medium potatoes, cut into 1 inch pieces
2 envelopes Lipton onion soup
3/4 cups of water
In a large skillet, heat oil and brown roast. In a
slow cooker, arrange vegetables and top with the
roast. Combine soup mix with water and add to
slow cooker. Cook, covered, on LOW for 8 to 10
hours or HIGH 4 to 6 hours.
If you are interested in more recipes the WWL
has additional copies of What’s Cookin’ in Waterwood. A cookbook with over 100 recipes by
our own Waterwood cooks.

Dona and I are novice birders with a variety of feeders on the deck, along with
books, binoculars and a checklist handy. One evening she and I were riding the
course and she mentioned that there were a number of places that were natural
for Bluebird houses. She thought that a house on each hole would be perfect. I
knew that Sam Nabers had a design for such houses and had made several for us
previously. So I approached Sam and he agreed to get another volunteer to assist
in producing 18 houses. We approached Chuck Bordo who likewise agreed to
participate. Sam and I agreed and shared the costs and Raul Madera, our local
Mr. Do Everything agreed to set them in the ground. As of today we have 18
houses built with 6 in the ground. We have evidence that all 6 have already been
homes used by the Bluebirds.

Compliments of
Justin Curran

Progress on the Parkway
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The Huntsville Item, Huntsville, TX—August 1, 2014
Roundabouts coming soon to New Waverly
TxDOT hopes to alleviate congestion on bridges and improve drivers’ mobility
By Winston Spencer Jr.
Staff Reporter
HUNTSVILLE — A touch of European driving is coming soon to New Waverly in the form of roundabouts. This circular-type intersection allows traffic to flow almost continuously in one direction around a central island.
“Construction is set to begin August 14th, and barring any unforeseen delays, should be completed in August 2015,” said Bob Colwell, public information officer for the Texas
Department of Transportation’s Bryan office, which services Walker County.
“The cost of the project is estimated at about $3.4 million,” Colwell added. “This will be for two roundabouts along Farm-to-Market Road 1375 at the interstate 45 frontage
road intersections in New Waverly.”
Roundabouts or traffic circles had been a part of the United States transportation system in the early 1900s. However, they faded from most transportation scenarios because
of the high accident and congestion rates. The cause of those early problems was due in part to the priority given to vehicles entering the intersection.
Today the “modern roundabout” is a reflection of the United Kingdom of the 1950s. The improvements over previous U.S. models require entering vehicles to yield to circulating traffic.
Along with the addition of a split island, the roundabouts produced a potential advantage in terms of safety over conventional stop-controlled intersections.
“We wanted to help alleviate congestion on those bridges and improve overall mobility to motorists,” said Colwell. “The community is also going to benefit from a safer intersection that’s going to last twice as long as traffic lights that have to be installed, maintained, adjusted and repaired.”
Another advantage of roundabouts may be fuel efficiency. At conventional intersections, vehicles are required to come to a complete stop, causing a loss of momentum and
making the engine work harder to re-accelerate. Fuel is also lost during idling.
To drive in a modern roundabout simply slow down as you approach, yield to traffic already in the circle, make a right turn to enter the circle that loops to the left. and then
make a right turn to exit.
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More 4th of July Fun
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Neighborhood Bulletin Board
For Sale
Ranger boat and trailer (bought in 2008)
$25,000.00


Sonar depth and fish finder



150 HP Yamaha motor



Trolling motor with remote



Kept in the garage



Good to excellent condition

Interested parties call (936) 891-7250

Solid Wood Bunk Beds (aprox 5 years old)
Asking $200/OBO

Foodie News— Yu’ Um
I'm not sure if anyone else at WW has discovered the
Kozy Kountry Kitchen in Onalaska, but those of us that
are from country upbringing will love the food.
Wayne and I go there once or more a week and it is like
going home to grandmas to eat. They have real
food...nothing is processed and the daily specials are
served until they run out. Of course you can always
order from the menu, but why when the specials are
like, Herb Baked Chicken, grill smoked BBQ chicken,
smothered pork chops, grill BBQ baby back ribs or the
plate size chicken fried steak. All special entrees come
with 2 vegetable sides and corn bread. The vegetables
are of the fresh kind and not frozen...yellow squash casserole, fried corn, black eyed peas, pinto beans, it goes
on and on....yummmmm.
So if you want a great country cooked meal...at a very
reasonable price.. go to Kozy Kountry Kitchen...they are
located in the same building that Vinnies Italian Rest.
used to be in, across the street from the self car
wash. Watch for the yellow sign on your right after you
pass Jerry's and the intersection light.



Excellent Condition



Very heavy

This is a family owned and run business. Tables are limited (seats appr 26 people) and they are open TuesFriday - Lunch and Dinner, Sat - breakfast and lunch.



Mattresses like new

Compliments of Barbara Mathews



All hardware complete

If interested call (936) 891-5667
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Did You Know?
Waterwood has Leaf Cutter Ants?
Typically seen in South and Central America they are also in parts of South
Texas. We have a colony, right here at home, on the top of Bay Hill. You can
spot the nests from their red ant mounds with a hole in the middle.
In the fall it’s not unusual to see thousands of ants walking single file from or
to the forest. Watching them march back to the nest with leaf bits in their jaws
is really a site to see.

Description:
Atta cephalotes is a leaf-cutting, fungus-growing ant, with one of the most fascinating and complex social systems known to science. Colonies of this leaf-cutter
ant species contain millions of individuals, making it possibly the most dominant
invertebrate in Central and South America (3) (4) (5). A colony is made up of different
classes of ant, known as castes, including the queen, workers, and at certain times,
males and females (queens) that are capable of reproduction. Each individual within the colony carries out a specific job depending on its size and caste, in a behaviour known as ‘task partitioning’. As in all ant species, individuals in the worker
caste of the leaf-cutter ant are wingless, sterile females of different sizes, depending on the role played within the colony (6). ‘Soldiers’ act to protect the colony and
are the largest in the worker caste. A nest of the leaf-cutter ant will also contain
tiny ‘minima’ workers, which work inside the colony and in the fungus garden, and
‘media’ and ‘maxima’ workers, larger ants with powerful jaws, which cut and
transport leaf fragments back to the nest. Males are bigger than the workers,
whilst the queens are larger still. Within a colony, only the males and the new
queens will develop wings (2) (7) and are able to mate.
“Wikipedia”
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GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH
6801 FM 980 N – North of WW Parkway, past Poole Creek on the Left

You Are Very Welcome to Join Us
Breakfast - Sunday Morning 9:30 AM
Sunday School 10:15 AM

Sunday Worship Service 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 PM
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7:00 PM

Brother B. J. Johnson, Pastor - Presiding
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