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If you can dream it, You can do it.

News we can use

- Walt Disney

In this month’s issue:
Blood

It’s time for the next regularly scheduled blood drive

Drive Reminder

Season’s Greetings From

the WIA Board

Happenings at Home:

Update from the Waterwood Women’s
League

Mark your calendars
December 16th 2014
Donor Tips:
Maintain a healthy iron level in your diet by eating iron rich foods, such as red
meat, fish, poultry, beans, spinach, iron-fortified cereals and raisins.

Did You Know About the Eagles of

Waterwood?

·

Get a good night's sleep.

WNN

·

Drink an extra 16 oz. of water or nonalcoholic fluids before the donation.

Sponsors

Eat a healthy meal before your donation. Avoid fatty foods, such as hamburgers, fries or ice cream before donating. (Fatty foods can affect the tests we
do on your blood. If there is too much fat in your blood, your donation cannot
be tested for infectious diseases and the blood will not be used for transfusion.)
·

If you are a platelet donor, remember that your system must be free of aspirin for two days prior to donation.
·

To subscribe to the Waterwood Newsletter, go to the WIA website
http://www.waterwoodwia.com/ ,
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Season’s Greetings from the
Waterwood Improvement Association
At this time of the year we have the opportunity to reflect on the reason for
the season. Whether you enjoy Christmas or Hanukkah, the mystery and
the beauty of each has deep meaning to our faith. With that faith I would
like to extend best wishes to each of you. May the holidays be joyful to
you all. Donnie Marshall
May the peace and beauty of the Christmas season
remain with you throughout the New Year and always
keep Christ in Christmas!! Merry Christmas! Lisa Hayman
May each person in Waterwood be blessed with good
health and happiness as we enter the Holiday season
and continue through out the New Year - Cecil Holt

Sandy and I would like to wish all Waterwoodians a very Merry
Christmas, a safe and happy New Year and a big Thanks for continuing
to make Waterwood a wonderful place to live! Richard Singletary

HAVE A BLESSED CHRISTMAS AND A
PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR - The Goldsmiths
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Merry Christmas and best wishes for a
Happy New Year" - Joe Moore
Best wishes to you and your family and friends for a wonderful holiday season and a joyful new year. We hope to see you at
the WIA activities this coming year - Earl McVay, Director

I would like to take this opportunity to wish a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year to each and every Waterwoodian. May
you enjoy all the blessings of the holiday season and the coming
year. Rick Brown
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Happenings at
Home
Waterwood Women’s League
The November 12th meeting of the Waterwood Women’s League
(WWL) began at Annette’s Gift and Antiques on the I-45 feeder south
near New Waverly. What an interesting place to browse and shop. Some
items are old and some are new, but a wide variety for sure. Some did a
little Christmas shopping, others picked up items they just couldn’t live
without and others just browsed.

Weather and Lake
November

December

January

Avg High

70

61

59

Avg Low

50

41

40

Avg Rainfall

5.19

4.14

4.25

Act Rain Fall

3.65

Lake Level

131.36 msl

Surface Temp

58

After the shopping, we headed for Huntsville, ate lunch and had
out meeting at The Olive Garden. We discussed the December meeting to
be held at Grace Community Church on December 10th. This will be a
little different than most of our meetings because it will be an Afternoon
Tea and Holiday Fashion Style Show by Sue’s Boutique. It will begin at 2
p.m.
Toys will be collected for the underprivileged children in the
community, as we have been doing for several years, at the December
meeting. Items should be unwrapped but put into a gift bag. They will be
taken to the collection center for distribution by one of our members. We
will also be having a White Elephant Christmas Ornament Exchange
which should be fun. So begin looking for your old favorite or go out
and buy one that you think will be a hit (or not)! More details to come
later on.
It was mentioned that in October of 2015, we will be having a
Craft Fair as one of our fund raisers for our Scholarship Program, so
members were asked to begin thinking about items to make and sell.
If you are not a member of the WWL and would like to join us or
if you plan to attend the December meeting we ask that you make your
reservations by contacting Sally Charlton. Her number is 936-891-5137
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Did You Know?
The Eagles of Waterwood
Contrary to what most people have read or heard, Ben Franklin did not want the American Turkey as our national
bird but he did not like the Bald Eagle. In 1784 while living in Paris, Franklin wrote a letter to his daughter stating, “I wish
the bald eagle had not been chosen as the symbol of our country. He is a bird of bad moral character and a craven coward.” What Franklin was referring to was the Bald Eagle being added to the “Great Seal of the United States” showing a
bald Eagle grasping thirteen arrows in its talons. Franklin accurately described the bald Eagles habit of stealing fish and
prey from other birds and much smaller species of birds can drive an eagle off. We witnessed that fact a few days ago
when a group of crows chased an Eagle from Waterwood Bay that was trying to catch a coot.
The Eagle population in Waterwood has been growing. Sighting’s used to be a few times a year and we are now seeing multiple Eagles on a regular basis in Waterwood. We now have a year round breeding pair of Bald Eagles and recently
we have seen a pair of Golden Eagles engaging in their “reinforcement” flight displays indicating the Golden Eagles are a
breeding pair also. We witnessed a Golden Eagle making an approach to score a duck when a Bald Eagle interrupted the
Golden Eagle’s flight path and drove it off. Like the Golden Eagles, the Waterwood Bald Eagles are also engaging in
“reinforcement” flight antics which reinforce the bond between the two birds. These flight displays eventually become
mating activities in January with nesting beginning in mid-February. Eagles do mate for life but if one of the birds is killed
or disappears, the surviving bird will seek a new mate. If a mated pair fails to produce fertile eggs, they will separate and
look for new mates.
Eagles build the largest nest of all North American birds. Nests have been found and measured reaching 13 feet in
depth, 9 feet in width and weighing up 1.1 tons. The male Eagle will have an average length of 28-40 inches and a wing
span of 5.9 to 7.5 feet. The females are 25% larger than the male. Young birds will show white streaking in their feathers
up to the age of sexual maturity which is 5 years. At that time, their plumage will take on the beautiful white head and tail
along with the dark brown body colorations
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Did You Know?
The Eagles of Waterwood - Cont’d
The Bald Eagle population in the lower 48 states took a big dip in the 1950s from the agricultural use of DDT. The
DDT did not kill the birds but it contributed to “bio magnification” in the bird’s calcium metabolism. The female Eagles laid
eggs that were too brittle to withstand the weight of a brooding adult bird, the eggs would break during the brooding period and the eagle population declined severely. In 1972, the use of DDT was banned and the Bald Eagles have now recovered to a sizeable population with Eagles beginning to show up in urban areas. Recently a father and daughter in St. Louis
were looking out over a small pond in their subdivision and filmed an adult Eagle diving to the water and eventually claiming a bass for dinner, this film went viral online. Bald Eagles are now found in all of North America and Northern Mexico.
Eagles will migrate from northern territories in the winter to areas further south where open waters can be found to allow
them to “fish” for dinner. Eagles are not too proud to help themselves to road kill and they will eat carrion but fish is the
main diet for most Eagles.
Eagles are protected and law enforcement officials do not hesitate to step in if poaching or egg stealing is suspected.
Fines are large, imprisonment is a definite possibility, and judges take a dim view of people who disrupt the bird’s activities. In Louisiana, a major highway project was delayed for 9 years because the path of the new highway went under an eagle’s nest that was occupied. The highway wasn’t completed until a hurricane took the tree and nest down and the Eagles
moved on to a new nesting area.
For Waterwoodians, the opportunity to observe these magnificent birds at fairly close range; just being Eagles is a
bonus to living in Waterwood that cannot be priced. The Eagles of Waterwood are a rare treasure, they belong to all of us,
they belong to our nation and it is up to all of us to protect their nesting areas and the bald Eagles who call Waterwood
home.
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GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH
6801 FM 980 N – North of WW Parkway, past Poole Creek on the Left

You Are Very Welcome to Join Us
Breakfast - Sunday Morning 9:30 AM
Sunday School 10:15 AM

Sunday Worship Service 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 PM
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7:00 PM

Brother B. J. Johnson, Pastor - Presiding
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