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To thrive in life you need three bones. A
wishbone. A backbone. And a funny bone.

News we can use

- Reba McEntire
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From the Editor Flora and Fauna
September 22nd was the official first day of Fall for the Northern Hemisphere. Here in Waterwood we have been experiencing spectacular fall weather
with the absence of the heavy heat and humidity, warm days and cooler nights.
The trees and foliage are beginning their transition from heavy leaf cover to the
beginnings of some color changes. Walking the roads of Waterwood, there is
now a definite amount of “viewing” looking in to the woods on both sides of the
road due foliage dropping their leaves. The lake has maintained a higher level
than we have seen in recent years and the water temperature although cooler is
by no means too cold for a quick dip. Confederate rose bushes all over the community are showing their white blossoms during the day and begin their transition to pink in the afternoon and eventually fall from the branches at night.

To subscribe to the Waterwood Newsletter, go to the WIA website

http://www.waterwoodwia.com/ ,
then select Neighborhood News
then select Subscribe to our newsletter
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Flora and Fauna
The process repeats itself daily until the blooms are gone. Lantana, hummingbird trumpet, Turk’s
caps, Esperanza all are blooming magnificently and holding the hummingbirds during their
southern migration. The hummingbirds are not affected by temperature or food supply, it is the
amount of light in a day that triggers their migratory habits. A few will stay the winter here in
Southeast Texas but for the most part, the Yucatan Peninsula in Mexico and Central America will
be their homes until next spring.

We saw the first flights of white pelicans over the last few weeks and the weekend of October
19th, our first large flock of over 100 birds were on Waterwood Bay in the early morning. Beautiful large birds that can weigh up to 30lbs with wing spans of 9ft, watching them fly and glide is
one of our favorite past times. White pelicans do not dive to fish like Brown Pelicans, they actually work as a cooperative group with one group “driving” schools of fish to a second group. Sometimes they will swim in a group in one direction driving surface bait fish ahead and in unison,
lower their heads in to the water to “scoop” out the fish. The birds on the back end of the floating
flock will then move to the front of the group and the process repeats itself. The double crested
Cormorants are arriving en masse at this time. Large flocks fishing Waterwood Bay is a spectacle
not seen by most of our visitors but a yearly Fall fact for our Waterwood residents. The population of bait fish known as shad has grown during the summer months and the Cormorants and
Pelicans take advantage of this during the winter.
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Flora and Fauna—Cont
Our deer population seems to have declined over the past year, several residents have commented on
this phenomenon. The reason is unknown, it may have something to do with the cyclical nature of animal populations, food availability and predation? However, the resident population remaining is very
healthy, the animals now have their dark winter coats and most of them look strong and alert. Attached
picture of Big Buck II, the second generation of magnificent offspring from Big Buck 1 leaves no doubt
that next year’s spring crop of fawns will be a healthy group.

Different extended forecasting services are indicating a wetter and cooler than normal winter for Southeast Texas and we have seen some indications of early migrations for birds and butterflies. But we have
also seen the births of late season fawns and water fowl families well after the traditional nesting times.
Enjoy the weather we are having today and the beautiful community of Waterwood!

Big Buck
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Big Buck Jr.
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Waterwood
Municipal Utility District
In early 2013 your MUD District sold $2.2 million of new bonds to construct a new waste
water treatment plant. At the time the district still had a bond issue outstanding that will be paid
for in 2016. The financial arrangement was set up in a way that it was not necessary to raise the
tax rates.

The old plant had outlived its useful life. The new plant came online in July 2014 and has been
operating well. There were many expenses in connection with issuing bonds. After the bond sale
the District still had monies to perform necessary repairs to the infrastructure.

********************
Just a note:
From time to time a customer may find it necessary to turn off the water to
their house. Not all homes have a cut off valve at the house achieve that task. Just a reminder—
neither the customer or a plumber are permitted to turn the water off at the meter.

Without the proper tools the valve is often broken. Please call the MUD District Office first.
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Happenings at
Home
Waterwood Women’s League
The Waterwood Women’s League met on September 10th at the Grace Community Church. We enjoyed a presentation by Diane Neudorf, a member of the
Huntsville Audubon Society. Ms. Neudorf is also a professor of Ornithology at
Sam Houston State University. She shared with us a slide show and discussion
of many of the birds we see here in our own backyards, some of which are
here year-round and others are winter visitors. We learned how to recognize
the birds and where they like to nest and what they like to eat.

Weather and Lake
October

November

November

Avg High

80

70

70

Avg Low

59

50

50

Avg Rainfall

4.68

5.19

5.19

Act Rain Fall

3.65

Lake Level

130.29 msl

Surface Temp

67

We learned that the National Audubon Society holds a Christmas Bird Count
within two weeks of Christmas. Participants count all the birds seen within 7
miles of the city limits during a 24 hour period. This helps the scientists determine long-term trends in numbers of birds and their locations. To learn more
about this and find out the dates of this year’s count, call Carol Reed at the
Huntsville Audubon Society, 936-295-3958.
Also, the Great Backyard Bird Count will be held February 13-16, 2015. For
this one, you can register online at http://gbbc.birdcount.org. You will be
counting for 15 minutes at a time and report the number of birds of each species you saw during the given period of time.
For any true birders out there, the Huntsville Audubon Society meets every 3 rd
Thursday from 6 to 8 pm at the City of Huntsville Service center, 448 Hwy
75N. Dinner is served followed by a program. Contact
www.huntsvilleaudubon.org for more information.
The Waterwood Women’s League will hold their next meeting on October 22 nd
at the Millhollow Christmas Tree Farm on Hwy 190 (right across from the
Waterwood Entrance). The visit includes a Hay Ride and Weenie Roast starting
at 10:30 am. Contact Sally Charlton for reservations at 936-891-5137.

Compliments of Mary Ann Prine and John Charlton
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Neighborhood Bulletin Board
Please don’t forget!

Special Mention

It’s time for the next regularly scheduled blood drive
Mark your calendars

December 16th 2014
Donor Tips:
Maintain a healthy iron level in your diet by eating iron rich foods,
such as red meat, fish, poultry, beans, spinach, iron-fortified cereals
and raisins.

·

Get a good night's sleep.

Texas Department of Agriculture Quilt Competition
Every other year, the Texas Department of Agriculture invites quilters around the state to pick up their
needles and accept a challenge: design a block adhering to a theme using Texas natural fibers. Without
fail, talented participants answer the call, and TDA
receives numerous worthy submissions. Contest participants use Texas natural fibers - cotton, wool and
leather - to create a quilt block design. A panel of
judges selects the winning entries, which are then
combined to create the quilts that make up the TDA
Quilt Collection and become part of TDA’s natural
fiber exhibition.

·

Drink an extra 16 oz. of water or nonalcoholic fluids before the
donation.

·

Eat a healthy meal before your donation. Avoid fatty foods, such as
hamburgers, fries or ice cream before donating. (Fatty foods can affect
the tests we do on your blood. If there is too much fat in your blood,
your donation cannot be tested for infectious diseases and the blood
will not be used for transfusion.)

·

If you are a platelet donor, remember that your system must be free
of aspirin for two days prior to donation.
Remember to bring your donor card, driver's license or two other forms
of ID.

This year our own Jane Presley’s block won!!
Be sure to congratulate her when you see her around.
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GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH
6801 FM 980 N – North of WW Parkway, past Poole Creek on the Left

You Are Very Welcome to Join Us
Breakfast - Sunday Morning 9:30 AM
Sunday School 10:15 AM

Sunday Worship Service 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 PM
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7:00 PM

Brother B. J. Johnson, Pastor - Presiding
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