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WIA Board Officers
At the directors meeting following the general meeting,
the following were elected officers of WIA:
President - Jack Zimmerman
Vice President - Donny Marshall
Secretary - John Charlton
Treasurer - Joe Moore

Notes from Town Hall
Meeting
Approximately 55 people were in attendance at the
Waterwood Town Hall Meeting on September 12.
Chuck Bordo opened the meeting by stating its purpose:
to make Waterwood a better place to live. We cannot
change the past; we need to learn from it and move
forward. We are here in the spirit of cooperation and
respect for each other’s opinions. He then asked all
present to identify themselves and where they lived.
Candidates were then asked to make 5 minute
presentations. Candidates addressing the audience were:
Mike Bercu, John Charlton, Eric Cooper (represented by
Debbie Cooper), Janas Goldsmith, George Russell,
Sandy Singletary (her comments were read to the
audience), and Jack Zimmermann. Donnie Marshall and
Pat Nabors did not attend.

Photo by Jeanna Thornton

WIA Board Elections
Results

Various residents responded to our request for issues to
be discussed, which were placed on the agenda.

There were approximately 300 ballots, about 60 per cent
more than recent years. The five elected directors are:

1. Water quality was mentioned by a number of
residents, especially regarding staining, brown
water, and water pressure. John Charlton, as a
MUD Board member, was asked to address the
issues. He advised that in the past MUD has
mixed 50% lake water and 50% well water, but
with the age and contamination of equipment at
the water intake plant and the funds needed to
repair or replace the plant, MUD decided to
discontinue lake water and rely only on well
water. Our water meets all State water quality

Mike Bercu
John Charlton
Donny Marshall
Sandy Singletary
Jack Zimmerman
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standards. It is hard water, so staining is to be
expected. Brown water and low pressure are
associated with leaks to the system and are very
short-lived. John agreed to ask MUD to notify
residents via email when there is a shutdown
of the system, just as they currently do to notify
us of the need to boil water after the shutdown.
It was recommended that MUD investigate the
cost and effectiveness of installing a water
softener on the system and report its findings
as to its feasibility in order to eliminate
staining and other issues.

voiced their opinion with a loud “yes” to continue our
current security.
4.
Pets – control of, rabies shot requirements,
household limits on approved pets – coverage under the
Residential Rules (2004) requires that all pets be
controlled when outside the environs of the owner’s
property, meaning by voice command or leash. The
County has only one animal control employee, so
violations are not easily enforced. WIA sends notices to
homeowners or renters when advised of uncontrolled
animals. There is no limit to the number of dogs and
cats an owner can have. Rabies vaccinations are
required by the State, but WIA has no program to
enforce such, depending only on the goodness of the
owner.

2.
Road conditions was concerned with repairs –
specifically timing, location, priority and budgets – and
street cleaning, easement mowing, road signs
replacement, and damage to road from construction
projects. There were comments about the repaving of
the Park Forest Blvd, especially considering the
condition of other streets. It was mentioned that our
streets are in better condition than some Houston
potholed streets. Street cleaning and easement mowing
garnered much discussion. There seems to be no
schedule for the work and no oversight. The manager of
contracts needs to provide oversight to determine if
contracts are being fulfilled. Are miscellaneous jobs
taking time from mowing? Some areas see mowing only
twice a year. The attendees agreed that they wished to
see a posted schedule of when mowing and street
cleaning/blowing would take place in their areas.
Road sign replacement is done by the County, which
has an allotted number of sign replacements per month.
Again, management should be monitoring this and
requesting swifter action than we currently receive.
Damage to roads from construction and delivery trucks
is difficult to assess, unless there are sightings. Any
tariff charged to the truck owners would be passed on to
builders, thus costing homeowners more. WIA should
investigate possible avenues for fees, recognizing that
this could be detrimental to increasing home
construction in our area.

5.
Storage area for boats, trailers, RV’s for
residents – a location in Waterwood, type of storage
area, pay-back to WIA – was discussed. The current
efforts by the WIA Real Estate chairman to find a WIA
owned lot suitable for trailers was mentioned, with
several lots having possibilities. A number of residents
stated that WIA should not be in the business of
providing storage for residents. The preferable way
would be to secure private enterprise operations. The
Real Estate Committee should first determine the
needs of the residents in the types of storage, then
pursue plans for outside services.
6.
Do we need a neighborhood swimming pool?
The majority of residents present indicated “no”,
preferring to wait for a club house and marina in the,
hopefully, not too distant future.
7.
Marina issues – water depth by ramp and in
channel, ramp conditions, and ownership – were
reviewed. It was stated that while Joe Nocita owns the
marina, the ramp is public property and cannot be closed
or dismantled by him. Further investigation outside the
meeting (Bordo contacted TRA regarding the lease
that Nocito holds for the marina.) Found that Nocito
pays $250 annually to maintain his lease, including
the ramp. It is not a public ramp. Because he owns
the property, he can close the ramp at any time.
Regarding the water depth, TRA states that silt can be
removed with a permit; it just needs to be moved to a

3.
Security was discussed briefly, concerning what
security personnel can and cannot do in their 24/7 hours
of coverage in Waterwood, their current cost, and
whether WIA should investigate hiring outside firms or
off-duty police to handle security. The attendees
Page 2

Waterwood Neighborhood News
October 2015
Issue 2 Volume XXII

land area. Can WIA dredge to enable use of boats at
the ramp and channel?
8.
Rental property – maintenance, exteriors and
yards, enforcement of covenants, stealing electricity,
animals – issues were discussed, with the main focus on
who is managing rental property within Waterwood.
Many residents must live next door or near properties
that are not being maintained. Rents in some units are
very low, attracting a different type of tenant. Both the
property owner and the real estate management
companies must be held accountable for conditions
and for their tenants.
9.
Access to information – Those in attendance
were informed that Waterwood News and WIA web
site are available on-line. Go to waterwoodwia.com
and follow instructions to become a member of the
group, which then provides access to both. The web
site continues to combine Putters Point and Piney Point
as similar properties. Putters Point has only single
family homes, whereas Piney Point is several duplex
units for rental use. The web site should remove the
connection. Insurance policy fire ratings were
discussed, providing the residents with information to
present to their insurers to reduce fire rates where
indicated. Thanks to our fire department, the close
proximity to fire hydrants, and training of our volunteer
firemen, we are typically rated as “7” rather than “10” or
“wild fire forest”. If documentation is needed, see
WIA personnel. The newsletter now has a column for
referrals of service providers – contractors, cleaning,
lawn service, etc. – please use it and add to it.

Jeff Burns and Joshua Brown

Our Volunteer
Firefighters

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45am. Several
candidates made themselves available for questions
afterwards. The meeting was deemed a success by all,
and a suggestion was made to have a Town Hall Meeting
every six months. Submitted by Rebecca Gilman.

Meet our ALLEGIANCE
AMBULANCE SERVICE,
EMTS

Lee Ashby, Rick Mason, Jennifer Abraham, Brett
Janssen, Donnie Marshall. Waterwood 17 Unit,
Volunteer Fire Dept. Not pictured: Chief Joe Myers,
Patty Mason secretary, Safety Officer Bill Burt and
Henry Bohn, volunteers.

Page 3

Waterwood Neighborhood News
October 2015
Issue 2 Volume XXII

National Night Out

Thursday evening, October 6th, the Volunteer Fire
Department and EMT's held a meet and greet for
National Night Out. "National Night Out is an annual
community-building campaign that promotes policecommunity partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie
to make our neighborhoods safer, and better places to
live. Together, we are making that happen."
https://natw.org It was good to meet some of the
volunteers who are helping to keep our homes safe.
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Waterwood Women's
League News

Bring your grandchildren, children or friends for a
lovely time on the beautiful grounds.
After our tour, we went to the City Hall Café where we
had our meeting and enjoyed a great meal and
conversation.
Our November Meeting will be on Veterans Day,
November 11th, at 1 P.M. We will have lunch at Joe's
Italian Restaurant in Livingston and a presentation by
Wayne Treadway, a Vietnam Veteran. It should be very
interesting.

Waterwood Women's League is an organization that
provides scholarships for deserving students in the
Onalaska and the Coldspring areas. We also support
Care Share which provides food and other items for
families who are in need.
If you are not a member of the WWL and are interested
in finding out more about what we do, please contact
Lalla Goka at 936-891-5962. She will be glad to give
you all the information you might want.

Classified ads
Classified ads are accepted at no cost. Email
tbrown72777@hotmail.com. Deadline is the 1st of the
month and must be submitted each month. Keep it short
and simple. Space will be limited to 10 ads per month in
the newsletter. The two paid ads that are running now
will be discontinued after their allotted time has ended
and will be moved to the Waterwood Services section.

October has started off with a bang for WWL. We had
two new members join us: Teresa Brown and Sandy
Singletary. Welcome ladies and thanks for joining us.
In the beginning of October the League participated in
the Fair on the Square in Huntsville. We rented a booth
and our very talented, generous and helpful members
made wonderful crafts to sell in the booth. We cleared
close to $1000 which will be used for scholarships for
students in Onalaska and Coldspring. Thank you ladies
for your hard work-it really paid off!
Our October meeting began at the Sam Houston
Museum in Huntsville. We had a great tour and
received lots of educational information about Sam
Houston and his family. The people who work at the
museum are very knowledgeable about the historical
facts and are so kind and accommodating. It is a great
place to visit and we encourage any of you to go there.
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WNN Article Deadline

Waterwood Services

Send pictures and articles of interest to Teresa Brown at
tbrown72777@hotmail.com. Dead line for articles and
pictures is the 1st of each month.

This will be a new addition to the WNN. Provide name
and contact information for providers of services to
Waterwood such as A/C, Plumbing, Stump grinding,
Tree Service, Housekeeping, Handyman, etc. Send an
email tbrown72777@hotmail.com to have a service
added.

Realty
Amy Bunyard, Walzel Properties
Phone: 713-962-7523
Contact: amywbunyard@gmail.com
Website: www.amybunyard.com
Melanie Cook Owner/Agent
Palmer Real Estate
800-824-9416
www.palmerrealestate.com
Pizza
Simple Simon’s Onalaska
936-646-7743
Hours 11:00 to 9:00 PM
Buffet 11 to 2 daily and Tuesday 5 to 8

Churches
Point Blank Community Church
432 Robinson Way
PO Box 274, Point Blank, TX 77364
830-329-3372
www.pointblankcommunitychurch.com
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Paid Advertisement
Metz Lawn Care and Fencing
My name is Robert Metz and I have been providing lawn care, landscaping, roof/gutter debris cleaning, power-

washing and fencing around the neighborhood. I do have many “Handy Man” skills. Our hours are daylight to
dark but, if it is an emergency please call and I’ll be there.

My pricing is very reasonable. Since I live here, I don’t need to add the 25 plus miles others have to factor in

their cost.

We use all commercial equipment such as, Dixie Chopper, Stihl, and Echo to name a few. I would like to

purchase some specialized equipment and have investment opportunities. If you’re interested please contact me.
My wife Carol and I have been married 28 years. We both graduated from Huntsville High School. We have
two children, Ashley 24 and Patrick 19 who are also on my team. (936) 355-9014
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Paid Advertisement

GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH
6801 FM 980 N – North of WW Parkway, past Poole Creek on the Left

You Are Very Welcome to Join Us
Breakfast - Sunday Morning 9:30 AM
Sunday School 10:15 AM
Sunday Worship Service 11:00 AM
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00 PM
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7:00 PM
Brother B. J. Johnson, Pastor - Presiding
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